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Understanding Isaiah
The man, Isaiah, whose name means ‘Yahweh is salvation’ was the ‘Son of Amoz’. He was
married and had at least two children. (7:3 Shear-jashub ‘a remnant shall return’ 8:3 Mahershalal-hash-baz ‘˜The spoil speeds, the prey hastens’) He ministered during the reign of four
kings of Judah from about 740 BC to about 680 BC starting with the final year of King Uzziah’s
reign. He had a sincere heart for God and an extraordinary vision of God and mostly likely grew
up around the city of Jerusalem. Isaiah is an acceptable spokesman for God ready to declare
His truth no matter the consequences. Was he also a priest? Have you heard about his
miracles? (II Kings 20 and II Chronicles 32) Do you know about his obedience? (Isaiah 20:1-4)
Tradition holds that he dies by being sawed in two under the reign of King Manasseh. Most
scholars agree that the literary depth and breadth of this book is unmatched in form and
beauty. I find his writing breathtaking, unparalleled in expression and brilliant.
A ‘near’ and ‘far’ understanding of the message is necessary to understanding all of its
complexities. Some prophecies had a ‘near future’ fulfillment regarding the achievement of the
prophecy but also a ‘far future’ fulfillment in either the coming of the Messiah or His second
coming and the establishment of His Kingdom. Therefore some words from the Lord have an
immediate and specific context and satisfaction in the time and places of that day that are now
history to us. While some prophecies reveal a still distant reality that will surely complete the
words of the prophet and his promises in the coming of God’s Servant’s ultimate redemption
and restoration of the world.
For example, there are prophecies concerning Assyria which will take place during Isaiah’s
lifetime (Sennacherib against Jerusalem and Hezekiah’s interaction with Isaiah) but also of
Babylon which will be in the near future, which are now history to us. In addition, there are
prophecies of judgment on the still-yet future world system and nations as well as prophecies of
gracious blessings for these same nations. Difficulties are seen when some prophecies speak
about a future judgment (Babylon chapters 40-48) and some talk about the judgment as if it is
already taken place because of its certainty (Babylon chapters 13-14, 21). So is the prophecy on
say Egypt past, present (to Isaiah), future, or far future (to even us)? Understanding the context
of a passage, its literary genre, historical development, and the overall story of God will give
prudence in interpreting a passage’s original intent and application for today.
Much of the messages in Isaiah as well as all of the minor and major prophets reveal divine
Judgment and Hope. God’s wrathful judgment and discipline is a result of rebellious and
wicked people who refuse to repent and heed the consistent warnings of God’s commands and
prophets. They are a stiff-necked people filled with sinfulness and have forsaken the LORD.
They have not kept their side of the covenant. I think it is important to mention that judgment
can purify and awaken a person or people, or it can destroy and bring ruin and defeat. Yet,
there is hope! Forgiveness and blessing awaits His people and any nation that returns back to
God. There is divine hope in a covenant-keeping God who is faithful to His promises by
providing a Messiah to rescue and restore the will and ways of God. Where we fall far short, His
Servant will establish, redeem and provide ultimate salvation.
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In conclusion, here are a couple of things to consider to best understand the content of this
book. First, it is important to realize that the role of prophet is not just to foretell but to also
forth-tell. They are to say only the words of the Lord and live as an example to the people of
God. Second, know that the themes and circumstances described in this book will be repeated
throughout while increasing in greater development and details. This includes such topics as
New Jerusalem, final judgment, and the second coming of Jesus. Lastly, understand the Book
of Isaiah has two major divisions including chapters 1-39 and then chapters 40-66. The historical
chapters of 36-39 prepare the way to exile in Babylon with consolation promised in chapter 40.
In a way it mirrors the Old Covenant/Testament and its 39 books and the New Covenant/
Testament and its 27 books. Matching the Good News of the New Testament with similar
themes of consolation, salvation, grace, forgiveness, restoration, peace, hope, a new heaven
and earth, comfort, and glory fill this section. We too were in exile to sin before the coming of
our King Jesus. There is no greater Old Testament passage of our suffering Servant than the
one found in Isaiah 53. No prophet is quoted more than Isaiah with even Jesus Himself opening
the scroll to Isaiah 61 and reading His human job description. Just as history fulfilled the
immediate prophecies of this book, so the literal fulfillment of Jesus’ future rule and reign will
happen as Isaiah has proclaimed. May our faithful God who is the ‘Holy One of Israel’ complete
the work that He has begun and bring to glory those who trust in His unfailing love.
HOPE Reopened
You don’t even need to watch the news to know that we live in a time that people earnestly
desire to have real hope. Driving on the turnpike the other day a road signed blinked… ‘Stay
Safe,’ ‘Stay Calm,’ ‘Stay Home.’ To inhale and process through all of today’s information means
you may exhale fear, frustration, and animosity. I’m sure the construction sign meant well but it
sure didn’t instill into me confidence or legitimate hope for tomorrow. We surely live in
unsettling times. We need to breathe in the hope found in the Book of Isaiah. The people of
God are given numerous pictures of a sure and different future reality. We are going to track
these pictures of hope as we learn about Zion reopened and a Heart, a Stump, a Judgment, a
Refuge, and a Life reopened. Similar to today’s attempt to return to the “green" and some sort
of a normalcy post the COVID-19 virus, Isaiah’s prophecies concerning the future will establish
your hearts in the knowledge of the LORD and His providence during such uncertainty. Trust
Him today because He is planning our glorious tomorrows.

At Living Hope, we believe that we must be
connected relationally to grow spiritually.
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Purpose of Life Groups
We exist to reach the world for Jesus, one person at a time. We feel that is best done in small, relational
environments where biblical disciples can be made. Life Groups are the primary vehicle by which we carry
out the vision and mission of Living Hope Community Church. We will be a church that makes disciples,
who make disciples of Jesus.
Vision: The vision of our Life Groups is to provide a spiritual community where groups of people are
transformed into the image of Christ, growing in their understanding of God’s story, and living it out in the
context of loving accountability and expected reproduction.
We believe that a definition of a disciple is found in Matthew 4:19: And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and
I will make you fishers of men.” Here is how we define disciple: (1) A disciple knows and follows Christ; (2)
a disciple is being changed by Christ; and (3) a disciple is committed to the mission of Christ.
I Thessalonians 2

So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were
ready to share with you not only the gospel of God
but also our own selves, because you had become
very dear to us.
Galatians 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. Against such things
there is no law.
Matthew 22:37-40

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind’. This is the first and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments”.
John 15:4-5

Remain in Me, as I also remain in you. No branch
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me.
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain
in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart
from Me you can do nothing.”

We believe that we cannot grow spiritually
if we are not connected relationally
Matthew 28:18-20

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to Me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age”.
Acts 2:42-47

And they devoted themselves to the apostles'
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every
soul, and many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. And
they were selling their possessions and belongings
and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had
need. And day by day, attending the temple
together and breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and generous
hearts, praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day
by day those who were being saved.
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Life Group Guidelines
SAFE GROUP: We will strive to create an environment where everyone can be real, open, and
honest with their struggles and victories.
CONFIDENTIALITY: What is said in the group stays in the group.
LISTEN: Let’s value one another during the discussions by really listening to what is being shared.
Try to avoid thinking about how you are going to respond, or what you are going to say next.
PAUSE: Allow a pause in conversation after someone shares. Give the person sharing the chance
to finish and the group the opportunity to consider what was just shared before responding.
SILENCE: It is important to allow silence in the group as it provides an opportunity for someone
to share and for members in the group to process the topic or questions being considered.
NO “CROSS TALK”: Be considerate of others as they are sharing. No side conversations.
NO FIXING: We are not here to fix each other. Jesus does that part. Give encouragement; speak
truth; and point to Jesus. Don’t try to solve or fix each other.
NO RESCUING: When people are sharing something deeply personal, there can be a tendency to
try to make them feel better about themselves or the situation by providing immediate
condolences. This will often cause them to stop sharing. Resist the temptation to rescue people.
SHARING: Be sensitive about the amount of time you share.
BE SELF-AWARE: Be self-aware of how you are personally affecting the environment through your
words, actions, and non-verbal communication.
USE “I” STATEMENTS: It’s easy to talk about the issues of others, but for our purposes, we want
you to put yourself on the table. Try to use “I” statements rather than “them”, “the church”,
“us”, “we”, etc.
CONFLICT: We will commit to resolve conflict biblically. When conflict or sin issues between
group members arise, we want to make sure that we are honoring God and each other in the way
we deal with these issues. The following are a few key Scriptures in this regard (there are many
others):

If someone sins against you — Matthew 18:15-20
Restoring someone in sin — Galatians 6:1-5
Forgive a sinner — Colossians 3:12-13
Reconciling differences — Matthew 5:23-26, Matthew 7:1-5
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Notes
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4 Key Components to Making Disciples
1
BIBLICAL FOUNDATION FOR RELATIONSHIP
The Bible alone gives a clear and complete picture of what God wants done—
His mission—and how He wants it done—His methods. The purpose of the Church
is to make disciples of Jesus who can make disciples of Jesus. We do this with the
understanding that relationship is the key vehicle.

2
INTENTIONAL LEADER
An intentional leader understands that part of their role is to reach
the lost, make disciples of Jesus, and create Christ-centered
environments where disciple-making can happen. They understand
where a person is spiritually and what is needed to help them grow.

3
RELATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
This is a group facilitated by a leader who is intentionally modeling
spiritual fruit.They are doing life together with a kingdom mindset.
The relationships go beyond just the group time.These relationships press
into areas of privacy, transparency, and vulnerability.

4
REPRODUCIBLE DISCIPLE-MAKING PROCESS
This is the process for developing people toward Christ-likeness.
This includes three parts:
“My Part” the discipler; “Their Part” the disciple, and “God’s Part”.
Leaders understand the Stages of Spiritual Growth and can identify where a person
is spiritually and help them mature and grow at each stage.
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Notes
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Week 1: JUNE 7, 2020
WELCOME:

OPEN IN PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• Welcome to warmer weather and longer days! Welcome to the Book of Isaiah! Take a moment and
welcome one another!

• Share the meaning of your name? Does it have any significance to you? Are you named after a
specific person?

• Share you thoughts on your ‘new normal’ after COVID-19. How has it affected you and your daily
routine? What have been some lessons you have learned? What about the protests and everything
that has been happening in major cities throughout the country?
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Week 1: JUNE 7, 2020
SERIES THEME: Reopening Hope
WEEK 1: Reopening Zion
TELL THE STORY: Isaiah 1:18-2:5
1:18 “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 19 If you are willing and
obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; 20 but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be eaten by the
sword; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 21 How the faithful city has become a whore, she who was
full of justice! Righteousness lodged in her, but now murderers. 22 Your silver has become dross, your best
wine mixed with water. 23 Your princes are rebels and companions of thieves. Everyone loves a bribe and
runs after gifts. They do not bring justice to the fatherless, and the widow's cause does not come to them.
24 Therefore the Lord declares, the Lord of hosts, the Mighty One of Israel: “Ah, I will get relief from my
enemies and avenge myself on my foes. 25 I will turn my hand against you and will smelt away your dross
as with lye and remove all your alloy. 26 And I will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as
at the beginning. Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city.” 27 Zion shall be
redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by righteousness. 28 But rebels and sinners shall be
broken together, and those who forsake the Lord shall be consumed. 29 For they shall be ashamed of the
oaks that you desired; and you shall blush for the gardens that you have chosen. 30 For you shall be like an
oak whose leaf withers, and like a garden without water. 31 And the strong shall become tinder, and his
work a spark, and both of them shall burn together, with none to quench them.
2:1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 It shall come to pass in
the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 3 and many peoples
shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and
the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for
many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let
us walk in the light of the Lord.

DEBRIEF THE STORY: Retell this passage together by memory. What were Paul’s main thoughts,
statements, and words?
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Week 1: JUNE 7, 2020
These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.
Read this short summary of the Book from “Got Questions” at: https://www.gotquestions.org/
Book-of-Isaiah.html
Watch this video from the “Bible Project” to learn more: https://bibleproject.com/explore/isaiah/
• What is the tone of this introduction? Is it encouraging or discouraging? Explain.
• What stood out to you? What made you wonder? What questions do you have?
• Why is Isaiah written in prose and poetry? What does that tell us about the author and the
book’s content?
• What are some words used for Jerusalem in this passage? What do those names tell us?
• What are some of the titles given to God in this passage? What do those names tell us?
• What are some of the characteristics and character of the city and its inhabitants?
• How will the latter days be different than the former days?
• Who is the Judge or King in Jerusalem in chapter 2?
• What adjectives would you use to describe life in Zion?

OBSERVATION

HEAD

• What do you know about the Book of Isaiah? About the prophet Isaiah?

HEART

• How eager are you for the reopening of Zion?

• How would someone describe your character and witness for the Lord?
• How can you keep the right thoughts about who God is? Just/Loving/Faithful/All-Powerful?
• The ‘Holy One’ seems to be a favorite name for God by Isaiah. Why do you think that is so?
What title for God do you cherish? How has God revealed Himself to you lately?
• When have you gotten to the point of resisting truth and correction? How can you remain
teachable and accountable?
• How can you undergo discipline and correction with obedience and faithfulness? Does your
understanding of God change in these moments? Explain.
• Do you view God’s warnings and rebuke as a sign of love and patience or as an abusive and
domineering Father? Explain.
• How can you walk in the light of the Lord as verse 5 states?

INTERPRETATION

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

• Where is your ‘mountain of the Lord?’ Where do you go to fellowship, enjoy, praise, and spend
time with God? Let nothing keep you from His presence.
• What are ways that you can turn from violence to peace? Where in your community or work do
people need to experience ‘beating their swords into plowshares?’
• Is there any hostility in your thinking or attitude that needs the full attention of the Spirit? Take
time to pray for one another’s inner anger, bitterness, rebellion, and injustice.
• How can you use this passage to make disciples?
• What are you challenged to think/believe/do differently because of this passage and our
discussion?
• What new thing is God birthing in you through this season? How is it destroying your illusion that
you are in control? Are you surrendering to Him and His will?
• Share this passage with someone this week!
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Week 1: JUNE 7, 2020
Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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Week 1: JUNE 7, 2020
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BEFORE 2:
GROUP
STARTSWeek
JUNE
14, YOUR
2020ROLE:
WELCOME:

OPEN IN PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• What are you thankful for today? How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did you
step out in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon?

• Would you rather go on a long walk at the beach or go on a very scenic hike at a park/place of your
choosing? Explain.

• Describe your Dad. What are qualities or characteristics that you appreciate? What did you learn
from him? What is a favorite moment or memory?
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Week 2: JUNE 14, 2020
SERIES THEME: Reopening Hope
WEEK 2: A Heart Reopened
TELL THE STORY: Isaiah 6:1-13
1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of
his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his
face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 4 And the foundations of the
thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is
me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a
burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold,
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” 8 And I heard the voice of the
Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” 9 And he
said, “Go, and say to this people: “‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not
perceive.’ 10 Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”
11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses
without people, and the land is a desolate waste, 12 and the Lord removes people far away, and the
forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 13 And though a tenth remain in it, it will be burned
again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains when it is felled.” The holy seed is its stump.

DEBRIEF THE STORY: Retell this passage together by memory. What were Paul’s main thoughts,
statements and words?
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Week 2: JUNE 14, 2020

HEAD

• What stood out to you from this verses? What didn’t make sense?

What do we learn about God from this passage? What do we learn about man?
How would you describe seraphim to someone?
Why is Isaiah fearful of death?
What is the significance of having a coal touch Isaiah’s mouth?
Summarize the message of Isaiah.
What is the ‘chiastic’ arrangement of verse 10? (abc/cba)
Which of these verses are quoted by Jesus in the parable of the sower? What is the
importance and meaning?
• Where do you see hints of the Triune God in this passage? (Hint: see vs. 6-8)
• What is the hope of verse 13?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

OBSERVATION

These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.
• Are you willing to go or do anything God may ask of you? Why or why not?
• How important is being cleansed and having a new awareness of God to Isaiah? How about
you?
• Do you ever get frustrated with lack of spiritual response by people with whom you share God?
• Why do you think people do not believe in God? What are some of the reasons that you have
experienced?
• How would you have handled God’s response in verses 11-12? God is basically saying that until
after the exile the people would not be believing. What keeps you following God when His will
is currently what you may not be desiring or hoping for?
• Do you understand the promise that is intertwined in verse 13 between a remnant and holy
seed? God always has a plan and a people. What promises are you living on?
• Share how you know when to “hold back” on sharing truth with someone who is resisting or
rejecting it. What does going from proclaiming to demonstrating Jesus then look like?

INTERPRETATION

HEART

• Have you ever been commissioned by God? What are parts of your calling?

• Can you imagine going through an ‘exile’ or time of extreme rejection and hardship? How can
you comfort someone in the midst of one?
• How can you intentionally disciple your family with this passage?
• Consider doing a personal Bible study on the Book of Isaiah this summer. Plan out a reading
plan or a passage to memorize. Do a biographical study on Isaiah or all the Messianic passages.
Figure out the New Testament quotes of the book or try to work through a timeline of the
chapters. Either way immerse yourself into the Word and let the God of the Word meet you and
transform you.
• Journal or write out either your testimony or your calling. Allow God to clarify His purposes for
your life. Reaffirm your obedience and love for Him.
• What are you challenged to think/believe/do differently because of this passage and our

APPLICATION

HANDS

These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.

discussion?
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Week 2: JUNE 14, 2020
Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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Week 2: JUNE 14, 2020
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Week 3: JUNE 21, 2020
WELCOME:

OPEN IN PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• What are you thankful for today? How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did you step out
in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon?

• If you could predict the future of one major event what would it be? Explain.

• Describe the last book that you read that you really enjoyed. What makes a good read in your mind? What
makes a book worth sharing with someone?
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Week 3: JUNE 21, 2020
SERIES THEME: Reopening Hope
WEEK 3: A Stump Reopened
TELL THE STORY: Isaiah 11:1-11
1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.
9 They shall not hurt or destroy
in all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations
inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.
11 In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that remains of his
people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from
the coastlands of the sea.
DEBRIEF THE STORY: Retell this passage together by memory.
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the author’s terms,
structure, literary form, and atmosphere.)
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HEAD

These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.
• What do we learn about Jesus from this passage? What do we learn about man?
• What is the meaning of verse 1? What is ‘a shoot from the stump of Jesse?’ Check the
•
•
•
•
•
•

references Isaiah 6:13, Ruth 4:18-22, II Samuel 7:12-16 Who is the ‘shoot?’
When did verse 2 happen in the life of Jesus?
How do verses 3-5 describe Jesus? What comes to your mind in reference to its
fulfillment?
What part of verse 4 is still yet future?
How would you describe verses 6-8? What kind of world is being described here?
Is the ‘shoot from the stump’ the same as the ‘root of Jesse?’
If the first time a remnant returns is around 500 BC with the return of the exiles from
Babylon then what could the ‘second time’ of a remnant returning be referring to?

OBSERVATION

Week 3: JUNE 21, 2020

HEART

• Imagine a time when, ‘the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord.’ What do

you picture? When will this take place?
• What would need to change in your own life for the knowledge of the Lord to fill your
hopes, dreams, thoughts, actions, purpose, home, and work?
• How can you grow in your knowledge and dependance of the Spirit of God?
• What does the fear of God look like in your life? Why is that so important?
• Do you lead and live with righteousness and equity?
• How does Jesus take care of the wicked? (vs. 4) Is that a source of hope and
encouragement to you?

INTERPRETATION

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

• How great will the Kingdom of God be?! I can’t wait! Just as God has literally fulfilled
the other promises to Isaiah so He too will fill the earth with the knowledge of the
Lord! Praise Him for this. Seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness. How can you
build His kingdom today?
• How can you see justice replace injustice? How can you replace violence with peace?
How can you see freedom replace oppression?
• How can you use this passage to disciple someone? What is the main idea?
• What are you challenged to think/believe/do differently because of this passage and
our discussion?
• Pray for God to change our lives and make us holy!
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JUNE 7- JULY 12, 2020

Week 3: JUNE 21, 2020
Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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Week 4: JUNE 28, 2020
WELCOME:

OPEN IN PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did you step out in obedience this past week? What
did you take away from the sermon?

• Share what is your preferred temperature and snack for a perfect summer day. Explain.

• Describe a time that you couldn’t open something. Maybe the lid was too tight or you couldn’t figure out the
combination, etc… What was like? How did that make you feel?
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Week 4: JUNE 28, 2020
SERIES THEME: Reopening Hope
WEEK 4: Judgment Reopened
TELL THE STORY: Isaiah 25:1-12
O Lord, you are my God;
I will exalt you; I will praise your name,
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2 For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the foreigners' palace is a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.
3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4 For you have been a stronghold to the poor,
a stronghold to the needy in his distress,
a shelter from the storm and a shade from the
heat; for the breath of the ruthless is like a storm
against a wall,
5 like heat in a dry place.
You subdue the noise of the foreigners;
as heat by the shade of a cloud,
so the song of the ruthless is put down.
6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for
all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of wellaged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged
wine well refined.

7 And he will swallow up on this mountain
the covering that is cast over all peoples,
the veil that is spread over all nations.
8 He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all
faces, and the reproach of his people he will take
away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
9 It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for
him, that he might save us.
This is the Lord; we have waited for him;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
10 For the hand of the Lord will rest on this
mountain,
and Moab shall be trampled down in his place,
as straw is trampled down in a dunghill.
11 And he will spread out his hands in the midst of
it as a swimmer spreads his hands out to swim,
but the Lord will lay low his pompous pride
together with the skill of his hands.
12 And the high fortifications of his walls he will
bring down,
lay low, and cast to the ground, to the dust.

DEBRIEF THE STORY: Retell this passage together by memory.
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Week 4: JUNE 28, 2020

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

HEART

• What have been consequences that you have experienced from sin?

• What blessings have you enjoyed by following Jesus?
• Have you ever been frustrated with God’s timetable for ultimate salvation?
• Do you have any pride in your hands? Something that they have achieved or built or
brought you praise? How do you avoid this danger?
• What parts of death or grief or loss have caused your joy to be diminished? What
inspiration do you receive from knowing that you will be a part of a kingdom that will
not have any remnant of death or sorrow?

OBSERVATION

• What do we learn about man from this passage?
• Why should we praise the Lord (vs. 1)?
• What are the results for those that do not fear or obey God?
• What benefits and blessings will those that wait on the Lord reap?
• What does verse 8 mean? What other New Testament verses come to your mind?
• What is the ‘covering’ and the ‘veil’ of verse 7 that will be swallowed up?
• Describe the ‘salvation’ of verse 9 and the ‘mountain’ of verse 10?
• Moab is symbolic of the enemies of God and what is the end of those nations?
• What ends in dust?

INTERPRETATION

HEAD

These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.
• What do we learn about God from this passage?

• Imagine the New Jerusalem. Well fortified walls…gates opened…a place of joy,
celebration, vibrant beauty, and music. Can you hear it and see it? What do you smell?
What catches your attention? Who do you see? God lives there. And there is room for
YOU!
• Read a couple verses of the chapter before 24:1-3 and the chapter after 26:2-5. How
different are judgment and hope? Destruction and blessing?
• Have you ever written a ‘song’ to the Lord? Maybe take time as a group to write out a
song of blessing and hope to the Lord for His faithfulness, power, and mercy.
• How can sharing the ‘end’ of the world with a spiritual seeker be done with hope,
participation, engagement, and love?
• What verse or phrase can you memorize or meditate on this week?
• Let these chapters of Scripture reassure you and make you steadfast knowing that God
will judge the ungodly and bless those that seek the Lord. He will surely do this!
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APPLICATION

HANDS

These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.

JUNE 7- JULY 12, 2020

Week 4: JUNE 28, 2020
Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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Week 5: JULY 5, 2020
WELCOME:

OPEN IN PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• What are you thankful for today? How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did you step out
in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon?

• Do you enjoy going to the zoo? Explain. If you could be any animal for a day what animal would you be?
Explain.

• Share your thoughts about fireworks. Any favorites? What comes to your mind when you think about the 4th
of July?
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Week 5: JULY 5, 2020
SERIES THEME: Reopening Hope
WEEK 5: A Refuge Reopened
TELL THE STORY: Isaiah 35: 1-10
1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the
crocus;
2 it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lord,
the majesty of our God.
3 Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
4 Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6 then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

7 the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
8 And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
9 No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

DEBRIEF THE STORY: Retell this passage together by memory.
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Week 5: JULY 5, 2020
These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

OBSERVATION

HEAD

• What do you learn about God from this passage?

• What do you learn about man from this passage?
• What is the glory of the Lord that we will all see?
• What changes do you see in the land?
• What will happen in verses 5-7? How is that possible?
• Where does the highway in verse 8 lead to? What city? What king?
• What will replace sorrow and sighing?
• How are spiritual and physical healing linked?

HEART

• When do you think the reality of this passage will take place? Why?

• How did Jesus’ earthly ministry bring a foretaste of this kind of restoration? What
about specific actions of Jesus?
• Why do you think the Highway to Jerusalem is called the Way of Holiness?
• Why are water and pools such a beautiful sign of life and thriving?
• How can verses 3-4 be a source of comfort for you until the Lord’s salvation?
What can you do right now to strengthen your walk with the Lord?
• How can you build a rhythm into your day of daily communion with Jesus?

INTERPRETATION

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

• What new thing is God birthing in you through this season? How is it destroying your
illusion that you are in control? Are you surrendering to Him and His will?
• Who can you share this passage with this week?
• What are you challenged to think/believe/do differently because of this passage and
our discussion?
• Do a study on the Millennium. Does your eschatology fall in line with more of
premillennialism, amillennialism, or postmillennialism teaching? How does that impact
how you live and love?
• How can you surrender your control, loves, and life in this season to God’s will and
ways? Be still before Him. Commune with Him allowing your desires to deepen and be
transformed by Him.
• Abide in Jesus throughout your day! He is life and wants to be your source of life in
every moment of every day. Your life is Jesus!
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APPLICATION

HANDS

These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.

JUNE 7- JULY 12, 2020

Week 5: JULY 5, 2020
Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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Week 6: JULY 12, 2020
WELCOME:

OPEN IN PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• What are you thankful for today? How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did you step out
in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon?

• Describe a time that you fell down and got back up. What made you persevere? What was going on in your
mind? What did you learn about humility?

• Share a personal goal or achievement that you have for this summer. What do you hope to have done, fixed,
experienced, or accomplished by September?
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Week 6: JULY 12, 2020
SERIES THEME: Reopening Hope
WEEK 6: A Life Reopened
TELL THE STORY: Isaiah 37:33- 38:8
37:33 “Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria: He shall not come into this city or
shoot an arrow there or come before it with a shield or cast up a siege mound against it. 34 By the way that
he came, by the same he shall return, and he shall not come into this city, declares the Lord. 35 For I will
defend this city to save it, for my own sake and for the sake of my servant David.” 36 And the angel of the
Lord went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians. And when people arose early in the
morning, behold, these were all dead bodies. 37 Then Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and returned
home and lived at Nineveh. 38 And as he was worshiping in the house of Nisroch his god, Adrammelech
and Sharezer, his sons, struck him down with the sword. And after they escaped into the land of Ararat,
Esarhaddon his son reigned in his place.
38:1In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of
Amoz came to him, and said to him, “Thus says the Lord: Set your house in order, for you shall die, you
shall not recover.” 2 Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord, 3 and said, “Please,
O Lord, remember how I have walked before you in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and have done
what is good in your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. 4 Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah: 5 “Go
and say to Hezekiah, Thus says the Lord, the God of David your father: I have heard your prayer; I have
seen your tears. Behold, I will add fifteen years to your life. 6 I will deliver you and this city out of the hand
of the king of Assyria, and will defend this city. 7 “This shall be the sign to you from the Lord, that the Lord
will do this thing that he has promised: 8 Behold, I will make the shadow cast by the declining sun on the
dial of Ahaz turn back ten steps.” So the sun turned back on the dial the ten steps by which it had declined.

DEBRIEF THE STORY: Retell this passage together by memory.

35- Sermon Series: Reopening Hope: Isaiah

JUNE 7- JULY 12, 2020

Week 6: JULY 12, 2020

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

HEART

• Do you think Hezekiah was out of line with his request? Explain.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do you doubt God’s ability or willingness to keep His promises?
Which promises are still difficult to believe? Is there an army too big for the Lord of Hosts?
Where in life are you looking at the enemy and not at God? What do you need to give over to God?
Why do you think God reversed His prophecy towards Hezekiah’s death?
How do you think the reversal of the sun dial took place?
Do you think God listens to every prayer you pray? Explain.
If you knew that your life could be extended 15 years would you ask for it? What would you do to
redeem the time?

OBSERVATION

• You may want to read II Kings 18 and 19 as well as II Chronicles 32 to see how God fulfills His
Word to His people that the Assyrians would be defeated. This is an interesting event in the
life of Hezekiah in which he is miraculously healed and given 15 more years before his pride
leads to national disaster.
• What does this passage teach us about God?
• What does this passage teach us about man?
• How would this event spread the glory and fame of God?
• What was the downfall of this Assyrian army? (See chapter 37)
• What promises of God were fulfilled? (See verse 32 as well)
• Who killed the 185,000 soldiers? Why is that important?
• What did Isaiah say about this event in verses 30:27-33, 31:8-9, 33:1, 18-19?
• It is important to know that chapters 38-39 precede chapters 36-37 chronologically. However,
they follow them because Hezekiah’s pride leads to the prophecy of the upcoming
Babylonian Captivity which will lead us to the second half of Isaiah chapters 40-66.
• How sick was King Hezekiah?
• What was the basis of Hezekiah’s appeal?
• Summarize God’s reply in verses 5-6. Why does God do this?
• Why does God give Hezekiah a sign?
• How does God giving a sign, by the dial of Ahaz, point back to Isaiah 7 and Hezekiah’s father
refusing a sign? (II Kings 20:8-10 Hezekiah requests a sign)

INTERPRETATION

HEAD

These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

What are you challenged to think/believe/do differently because of this passage and our discussion?
How can you extend the life of someone else?
How can your group serve and share the love of Jesus with an unsuspecting family this summer?
How do you know when you are being prideful? Do you understand the far and wide effects that it
can have? How can you practice humility?
• What new thing is God birthing in you through this season? How is it destroying your illusion that you
are in control? Are you surrendering to Him and His will?
• Read Ahead! You will not be sorry. Start exploring Isaiah 40-66. They are some of the most profound
and glorious chapters in the Bible!
•
•
•
•
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APPLICATION

HANDS

These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.
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Week 6: JULY 12, 2020
Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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