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The Church needs to be decoding Hope for our lost and confused world. Our Lord could return at any
moment, so we better not sleep on the job, fear the wrong things, or allow the present to shape our
future rather than the future dictating our present.
God’s revelation of the future should cause us to marvel, worship, and be humbled. We may not have all
the details, but we have been given Full Disclosure of the main things. He has left no confusion
concerning future glory.
Take a moment to imagine your best day.
Think through that wonderful moment and why it was the best time of your life. Now picture that same
feeling but 10000000000x greater. Yes, 10000000000x GREATER in experience and expression. That is
just the beginning of how you will feel the moment you make eye contact with Jesus in Eternity! Then
Eternity…
I sometimes picture Jesus calling me over one perpetual afternoon and Him handing me the most
delicious looking fruit. As He eagerly awaits my response, I dig in with enthusiasm and almost
immediately show my approval with a head nodding, juice dripping smile, that communicates ‘You gotta
be kidding me’ as He breaks into laughter. Fruit the way He intended. Then, as if He knows something so
supernaturally different than me, He hands me another kind of fruit and waits. This goes on for a long,
long time, but no one is keeping time and there is no limit to the joy we will be experiencing.
There are many questions out there about the future and in this series we will attempt to provide some of
those essential answers.

Full Disclosure: Decoding Hope in the End Times

13-June
20-June
27-June
04-July
11-July
18-July
25-July

What on Earth is God Doing?
What in Heaven is God up to?
Expecting the Unexpected
Do the Numbers Add Up?
It's Going to be Bad
It's Going to be Good
A Reason for Living
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Acts 1
Matthew 24:3-28
Matthew 24:29-51
Revelation 13
Revelation 20
Revelation 21
Revelation 22
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At Living Hope, we believe that we must be
connected relationally to grow spiritually.
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PURPOSE OF LIFEGROUPS
We exist to reach the world for Jesus, one person at a time. We feel that is best done in small, relational
environments where biblical disciples can be made. Life Groups are the primary vehicle by which we carry
out the vision and mission of Living Hope Community Church. We will be a church that makes disciples,
who make disciples of Jesus.
Vision: The vision of our Life Groups is to provide a spiritual community where groups of people are
transformed into the image of Christ, growing in their understanding of God’s story, and living it out in the
context of loving accountability and expected reproduction.
We believe that a definition of a disciple is found in Matthew 4:19: And Jesus said to them, “Follow me,
and I will make you fishers of men.” Here is how we define disciple: (1) A disciple knows and follows
Christ; (2) a disciple is being changed by Christ; and (3) a disciple is committed to the mission of Christ.
I Thessalonians 2

So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were

We believe that we cannot grow spiritually
if we are not connected relationally

ready to share with you not only the gospel of
God but also our own selves, because you had
become very dear to us.
Galatians 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. Against such things
there is no law.
Matthew 22:37-40

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind’. This is the first and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on
these two commandments”.
John 15:4-5

Remain in Me, as I also remain in you. No branch
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
Me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you
remain in Me and I in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing.”

Matthew 28:18-20

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age”.
Acts 2:42-47

And they devoted themselves to the apostles'
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every
soul, and many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. And all who believed
were together and had all things in common. And
they were selling their possessions and
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all,
as any had need. And day by day, attending the
temple together and breaking bread in their
homes, they received their food with glad and
generous hearts, praising God and having favor
with all the people. And the Lord added to their
number day by day those who were being saved.
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LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES
SAFE GROUP: We will strive to create an environment where everyone can be real, open, and
honest with their struggles and victories.
CONFIDENTIALITY: What is said in the group stays in the group.
LISTEN: Let’s value one another during the discussions by really listening to what is being shared.
Try to avoid thinking about how you are going to respond, or what you are going to say next.
PAUSE: Allow a pause in conversation after someone shares. Give the person sharing the chance
to finish and the group the opportunity to consider what was just shared before responding.
SILENCE: It is important to allow silence in the group as it provides an opportunity for someone
to share and for members in the group to process the topic or questions being considered.
NO “CROSS TALK”: Be considerate of others as they are sharing. No side conversations.
NO FIXING: We are not here to fix each other. Jesus does that part. Give encouragement; speak
truth; and point to Jesus. Don’t try to solve or fix each other.
NO RESCUING: When people are sharing something deeply personal, there can be a tendency to
try to make them feel better about themselves or the situation by providing immediate
condolences. This will often cause them to stop sharing. Resist the temptation to rescue people.
SHARING: Be sensitive about the amount of time you share.
BE SELF-AWARE: Be self-aware of how you are personally affecting the environment through your
words, actions, and non-verbal communication.
USE “I” STATEMENTS: It’s easy to talk about the issues of others, but for our purposes, we want
you to put yourself on the table. Try to use “I” statements rather than “them”, “the church”,
“us”, “we”, etc.
CONFLICT: We will commit to resolve conflict biblically. When conflict or sin issues between
group members arise, we want to make sure that we are honoring God and each other in the way
we deal with these issues. The following are a few key Scriptures in this regard (there are many
others):

If someone sins against you — Matthew 18:15-20
Restoring someone in sin — Galatians 6:1-5
Forgive a sinner — Colossians 3:12-13
Reconciling differences — Matthew 5:23-26, Matthew 7:1-5
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MODEL A LIFE GROUP
Step 1: Welcome:
- Members, visitors, and new believers feel valued and welcomed...
- Starts the moment someone arrives and ends when everyone is gone.
Step 2: Opening Prayer:
- Invites God's Holy Spirit into our presence to prepare our hearts for what God has for us.
Step 3: Purpose/Vision Casting:
- Encourages relationships with God and relationships with others.
- Expresses the purpose of meeting together as a life group and challenges one another to grow
and multiply (Branching).
Step 4: Group Guidelines: (see page 5)
Step 5: Follow Up:

- How did last week’s discussion impact your week? or
- What did you take away from the sermon? or
- What are you thankful for?
Step 6: Setting the scene:

- Discuss the background to today’s passage and the target for today’s discussion.
Step 7: Tell the story:

- Read or Tell the passage. Rebuild the story: have the group recreate the passage together.
- Ask if anything was left out?
Step 8: Debrief the story:

- Ask Head (what the Word says), Heart (wrestle with what we believe), and then Hands
Questions (bring truth and belief into our everyday realities).

- Remember the ‘discussion idea’ to help you focus the direction of the discussion.
Step 9: Close in prayer:

- Share personal prayer requests and give everyone an opportunity to pray.
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4 KEY COMPONENTS OF LIFE GROUPS

1
BIBLICAL FOUNDATION FOR RELATIONSHIP
The Bible alone gives a clear and complete picture of what God wants done—
His mission—and how He wants it done—His methods. The purpose of the Church
is to make disciples of Jesus who can make disciples of Jesus. We do this with the
understanding that relationship is the key vehicle.

2
INTENTIONAL LEADER
An intentional leader understands that part of their role is to reach
the lost, make disciples of Jesus, and create Christ-centered
environments where disciple-making can happen. They understand
where a person is spiritually and what is needed to help them grow.

3
RELATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
This is a group facilitated by a leader who is intentionally modeling
spiritual fruit.They are doing life together with a kingdom mindset.
The relationships go beyond just the group time.These relationships press
into areas of privacy, transparency, and vulnerability.

4
REPRODUCIBLE DISCIPLE-MAKING PROCESS
This is the process for developing people toward Christ-likeness.
This includes three parts:
“My Part” the discipler; “Their Part” the disciple, and “God’s Part”.
Leaders understand the Stages of Spiritual Growth and can identify where a person
is spiritually and help them mature and grow at each stage.
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TIPS FOR ASKING QUESTIONS
GENERAL QUESTIONS: The following questions are examples that will help you have a base to
begin with and will give you ideas for developing your own questions. Be intentional to ask all
three types of questions (head, heart, hands) as you lead your discussion.

HEAD

These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

OBSERVATION

What do you see God doing, saying, or showing about Himself?
Who are the people and what is going on with them?
What stands out to you in this passage?
What do you think the main point is?
What does this show us about ______?
You can fill in the blank with – God/man/_________?

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

What do you see about yourself?
Have you known anyone who is an example of this?
What has it looked like when you have or have not known/believed/lived this in your
life?
What questions does this raise for you?

HANDS

These questions help us bring truth and beliefs
into everyday realities.

What is one way you can apply this to your life this week?
What are you challenged to think/believe/do differently because of this passage
and our discussion?
How can you use this to disciple others?
How does this impact you? Your relationship with ___________?
(Fill in with: family, fellow believers, work-place or community.)
FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS:
Asking a question after hearing someone’s
response helps people process and gives
everyone better understanding. Follow up
questions come from a heart of being
interested, curious, and seeking to understand
and draw out. They are not intended to grill or
corner people.
8- Sermon Series: Full Disclosure: Decoding The End Times

APPLICATION

HEART

INTERPRETATION

(Or the topic of discussion such as worship)

What has brought you to that
understanding?
What would be an example?
Explain a little more.
What might be another way to look at it?
How does __________ affect ____________?
What does i t mean?
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WEEK 1: JUNE 13, 2021
BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:
WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story)
OPEN IN PRAYER
VISION CAST:
Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that
spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the
Spirit. Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and
others through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, "But the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”
LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:
You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and
when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the
guidelines. This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear
expectations for each other.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that
would benefit your group. Also, use this time to give any connections that are
specific to your Life Group.
FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• What was your favorite year? What made that year special?
• When you think about the future do you get nervous, fearful, excited, or nothing at all?
• Would you like to live to be 100 years old? Why or why not?
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WEEK 1: JUNE 13, 2021
SERIES THEME: Full Disclosure: Decoding Hope in the End Times

WEEK 1: What on Earth is God Doing?

TEXT: Acts 1:1-11
1. In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until
the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many
proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 And while
staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of
the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when they had come together, they
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not
for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things,
as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while
they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
TELL THE STORY: Read Acts 1:1-11
DEBRIEF THE STORY:
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the
author’s terms, structure, literary form, and atmosphere.)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What does this passage teach us about God? Who is the Holy Spirit?
What does this passage teach us about humanity?
Who is the author of the book of Acts? What is the ‘first book’ referenced here?
Who are the apostles? What was their interaction with the risen Lord like?
What do you think spurred the question in verse 6, to the heart of the apostles?
What ‘kingdom’ was referenced here? How big was the apostles’ world? Do you think they knew
they were about to go global?
What was Jesus’ reply to the question? Why did He not give a certain date and time?
What were the four locations mentioned for their witness?
What happened to Jesus at the conclusion of this conversation?
Who were the two men and what was their message?
How is John’s water baptism different than this future baptism of the apostles? When does that take
place? (Acts 2)
Who is Theophilus? Who is your ‘Theophilus?’ How have you been intentionally loving him/her?

OBSERVATION

HEAD

These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

•
•
•
•
•
•

What does it mean to be a witness?
Why do you think the people were unimpressed with the two men in white?
How do you picture the actual return of Jesus?
Raising this specific question reveals what about the disciples understanding of the future?
How far did the apostles witness go? What were their methods of evangelism and witness?
Have you ever been caught gazing into Heaven and not fulfilling your purpose here on earth?
What has helped you stay alert and active in your love for God and others?
• Is prophecy and the return of Jesus something that you have studied? What verse or truth
really encourages your faith? Would you say you have a Living Hope?
• How has the Holy Spirit made a difference in your walk with Jesus?

INTERPRETATION

HEART

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

HANDS

• Take some time this week to read some important prophesy passages. I Corinthians 15, II
•
•
•
•

Timothy 3, Jude, I Thessalonians 4 & 5, II Thessalonians 1 & 2, II Peter 3, Daniel 9 & 12,
Zechariah 12 & 14, Ezekiel 38 & 39. All are good places to start with future prophecy.
What are you learning about the Return of Christ? How can that give you a Living Hope? Who
can you share these truths with this week?
Read II Peter 1:21. What does that teach us about prophecy? What is the Holy Spirit’s role in
hearing the voice of God? What is the Church’s role in prophecy? (I Cor. 14:29-31, 37-38)
Focus on one takeaway from this passage. What is God impressing upon you to say/believe/
do differently in your life?
Start framing your understanding of the essentials in believing the Second Coming of Christ.
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APPLICATION

These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.
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WEEK 1: JUNE 13, 2021

Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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WEEK 2: JUNE 20, 2021
BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:
WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story)
OPEN IN PRAYER
VISION CAST:
Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that
spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the
Spirit. Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and
others through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control; against such things there is no law.”
LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:
You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and
when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the
guidelines. This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear
expectations for each other.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that
would benefit your group. Also, use this time to give any connections that are
specific to your Life Group.
FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• What are you thankful for today? How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did
you step out in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon?
• When you are watching the clock or ‘keeping time’, does time move fast or slow for you?
Explain. Do you feel differently about your week or year or age? Explain.
• Have you ever witnessed something terrible begin to happen from a distance and then see it
all unfold? How did it progress? Did you think it was going to go bad? Could it have been
avoided?
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WEEK 2: JUNE 20, 2021
SERIES THEME: Full Disclosure: Decoding Hope in the End Times

WEEK 2: What in Heaven is God Up to?

TEXT: Matthew 24: 3-28
3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these
things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 4 And Jesus answered
them, “See that no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and
they will lead many astray. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for
this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are but the beginning of
the birth pains. 9 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated
by all nations for my name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one
another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because lawlessness will be
increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 14 And
this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations,
and then the end will come. 15 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet
Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains. 17 Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 18 and let the
one who is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. 19 And alas for women who are pregnant and for
those who are nursing infants in those days! 20 Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath.
21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now,
no, and never will be. 22 And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But
for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 23 Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the
Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great
signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand.
26 So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner
rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will
be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.

TELL THE STORY: Read Matthew 24: 3-28

DEBRIEF THE STORY:
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the author’s terms,
structure, literary form, and atmosphere.)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What do we learn about God the Father and Jesus Christ from these verses?
What do these verses teach us about humanity and our great salvation?
Where and when in the life of Jesus does this conversation take place? Who is the audience?
What are signs of the ‘beginning of birth pains’?
Why does the ‘love of many grow cold’?
When will the ‘end’ come?
What is the ‘abomination of desolation’ and what are the implications?
What will false prophets and false christs be saying? What will they be able to do?
What are the differences between tribulation and the great tribulation?
What could be the ‘cost’ of being a follower of Jesus?
What does it mean that those days will be ‘cut short’?
Where do you see urgency and prayer in this passage?
Why should the believer not be alarmed?

OBSERVATION

HEAD

These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

HEART

• Read Deuteronomy 13:1-5. What does this teach us about false prophets and what they are able to do?
•
•
•
•
•
•

How can someone discern their authenticity and guidance?
What criteria do you use to discern if the message and messenger are of God?
Why do you think Jesus describes these signs as ‘contractions’ or ‘birth pangs?’ What do contractions
bring forth in the end? What will these trials and last days bring forth?
Do you feel like today’s advancements in technology, computers, media, and knowledge have
hastened the coming of the Lord or made obscure prophecies now understandable? Explain.
If you were able to get in a time machine how would you describe today’s advancements and culture to
someone fifty years ago? What do you think the world will be like fifty years from now?
In what ways has your love grown cold to others or to the constant needs surrounding us?
What do you think will cause many nominal Christians to fall away from Jesus during the end times?
Can tribulation also have a reverse effect? How do you plan on remaining strong?

INTERPRETATION

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

HANDS

• What does this passage teach you about the future? What should you be doing now spiritually
•
•
•
•

in preparation? In prayer? With people?
Take a moment and type in ‘end times’ on youtube. Watch a short clip. Was the information
insightful, encouraging, Biblical, accurate, or scary? How does the world end?
Decipher and decide the 5 or 10 main general actions or results of the end?
How would you share that list with someone who does not know the Lord? What passages of
Scripture would you use to share with them? How does it speak to Hope.
Make sure your life is displaying eternal ‘signs and wonders’ of the Spirit. May your love,
peace, faith, joy, patience, and gentleness be evident to all. Pray and ask God to fix your eyes
on Him and to fill you with faith, to drive out fear, and be watchful and ready for His return.
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These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.
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WEEK 2: JUNE 20, 2021
Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request

17- Sermon Series: Full Disclosure: Decoding The End Times

June 13- July 25, 2021

WEEK 2: JUNE 20, 2021
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WEEK 3: JUNE 27, 2021
BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:
Read through the curriculum and discussion passages. Be aware of what God is showing you
personally. Pray for your group members. What do you see God doing in each of them? What is
God’s part and what is your part as you walk with them? Psalm 119:18, “Open my eyes, that I
may behold wondrous things out of your law.”

WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story)
OPEN IN PRAYER
VISION CAST:
Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that
spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the Spirit.
Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and others
through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, selfcontrol; against such things there is no law.”
LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:
You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and
when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the guidelines.
This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear expectations for
each other.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that would
benefit your group. Also use this time to give any connections that are specific to your
Life Group.
FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• What are you thankful for today? How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did you step out
in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon?

• What is your favorite roller coaster? Describe it and explain why it is your favorite.
• What movie comes to your mind about the end of the world? What did you like about it?
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WEEK 3: JUNE 27, 2021
SERIES THEME: Full Disclosure: Decoding Hope in the End Times

WEEK 3: Expecting the Unexpected

TEXT: Matthew 24:29-51
29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give
its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then will
appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they
will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he will
send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other. 32 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender
and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So also, when you see all these things, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. 34 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all
these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 36 “But
concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father
only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when
Noah entered the ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left.
41 Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42 Therefore, stay awake, for
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have
let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect. 45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his
household, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that servant whom his master will
find so doing when he comes. 47 Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions. 48 But if
that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow servants
and eats and drinks with drunkards, 50 the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not
expect him and at an hour he does not know 51 and will cut him in pieces and put him with the
hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
TELL THE STORY: Read Matthew 24:29-51
DEBRIEF THE STORY:
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the author’s
terms, structure, literary form, and atmosphere.)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What does this passage teach us about God? What about humanity?
What will be some characteristics of the Tribulation?
What is the lesson of the fig tree?
What exactly will never pass away?
Who alone knows the exact time of the last days? Why is there a comparison to the days of Noah?
What will be the result for the wise and faithful servant? For the wicked servant?
What are the characteristics of a wicked servant? What were characteristics of those that were not on the
ark?
What does, ‘this generation will not pass away until all these things take place’ mean? (what are ‘these
things’? His second coming? Jerusalem’s fall? and is ‘this generation the one spoken to or the final
generation?)
What place could verse 51 be referring to?

OBSERVATION

HEAD

These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

• Why do you think all the tribes of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming?
• Read II Timothy 3:1-9. What are signs of the last days in this passage?
• Would you say that you are “ready” for the Son of Man to return? Explain your preparations. If
Jesus came back this summer would you spend your time, money, energy in different ways?

• What would be similar thinking today to the phrase in verse 48, “My master is delayed?”
• How dangerous of a delusion is it to believe that you have plenty of time and have no need to
hurry, be faithful, or work?
• Where have you seen hypocrisy and unfaithfulness in the family of God and in your own life?
• Do you believe the fig tree puts out leaves and summer is near? What does the return of
Jesus mean to you?

INTERPRETATION

HEART

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.
in your life?

HANDS

• Take some time and study nature, either a plant, tree, or animal. What does creation teach you about our
Creator and His world? Someone has said that, “all beauty is breadcrumbs that leads us to Christ.”

• What would you do to protect your home and family from a thief? Be awake and alert. Our enemy is like a
roaring lion and our Lord’s return could be before you finish this Bible study. How can you specifically
prepare you mind for Jesus’ return? Is there a passage you need to study or verse you need to memorize?
Is there anything you need to confess, let go, or repent from?

• How can you use this passage to disciple someone? Who can you share this passage with this week?
• Take time to pray together for those that have little to no hope. Be a preacher of righteousness like Noah

APPLICATION

• Focus on one takeaway from this passage. What is God impressing upon you to say/believe/do differently

to those around you.
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Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:
Read through the curriculum and discussion passages. Be aware of what God is
showing you personally. Pray for your group members. What do you see God doing in
each of them? What is God’s part and what is your part as you walk with them? Psalm,
“119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.”
WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story)
OPEN IN PRAYER:
VISION CAST:
Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that
spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the
Spirit. Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and
others through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control; against such things there is no law.”
LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:
You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and
when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the
guidelines. This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear
expectations for each other.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that
would benefit your group. Also use this time to give any connections that are specific
to your Life Group.
FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
•

What are you thankful for today? How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did
you step out in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon?

•

What is your favorite number? Explain. Are you a numbers person? Good at math? Do you use
memorable numbers in any of your passcodes or locks? Can you remember your very first
phone number?

•

Describe a scary monster. What would it be able to do? What would it look like or smell like?
What color or size would it be?
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WEEK 4: Do the Numbers Add Up?

TEXT: Revelation 13
13 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns
and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a
bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great
authority. 3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the
whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 4 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his
authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight
against it?” 5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God,
blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 Also it was allowed to make
war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people and
language and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been
written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 9 If anyone has an
ear, let him hear: 10 If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the
sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. 11 Then I
saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. 12 It
exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship
the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13 It performs great signs, even making fire come down
from heaven to earth in front of people, 14 and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the
beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded
by the sword and yet lived. 15 And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the
image of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the
beast to be slain. 16 Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be
marked on the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is,
the name of the beast or the number of its name. 18 This calls for wisdom: let the one who has
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666.

TELL THE STORY: Read Revelation 13:1-18
DEBRIEF THE STORY:
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the author’s terms,
structure, literary form, and atmosphere.)

25- Sermon Series: Full Disclosure: Decoding The End Times

June 13- July 25, 2021

WEEK 4: JULY 4, 2021
These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

•
•
•
•

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

HEART

• Seems like there will be a false resurrection of the antichrist or some sign done by the false

prophet that leads to worship of this world dictator and his political and economic system.
How likely is that to happen in today’s world? Has this past pandemic led you to think
differently about prophecy?
• Is the title of ‘beast’ to these two individuals fitting? Who could fit such a role and have such
authority? Can you imagine a one world government, religion, or economic system?
• What pressures could cause you to lose faith or give in to evil? How can you insulate your
faith and walk? How important is community and fellowship with others, for your growth and
self control, to you?
• Do you believe the world is getting better or worse? Explain.

INTERPRETATION

HEAD

•
•

humanity?
What does this passage teach us about the antichrist and the false prophet?
What imagery and descriptions are used to describe their character, influence, purpose and
rebellion? How will they be received by the world? (reading Daniel 7 will help with
interpretation)
Who is the dragon that the beast ultimately worships? How will the beast/antichrist treat the
saints? Are followers of the beast in the Book of Life?
What will the false prophet or second beast be capable of doing? What is his purpose and
relationship with the first beast?
What can you not do with the mark of the beast? What is that number and what does it
represent?
Do you see a false trinity in this chapter? Who are they? What questions do you have?

OBSERVATION

• What does this passage teach us about God and Jesus? What does it teach us about

These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.

HANDS

•
•
•
•

your thoughts on 666, 1260 days, 7 years, 1000 years, 144,000 witnesses, 7 churches, etc…
Take some time to read these verses in Daniel 7:8, 21-26, 8:23-25, 9:24-27, 11:36-45 about
the antichrist. What stood out to you? What did you learn?
Can you imagine the persecution the believers will be facing and the endurance and
steadfastness that they will exhibit? Are you willing to count the cost today? Is there anything
that you are ashamed of in regards to Jesus and the Gospel?
Is your name written in the Lamb’s book of life? How would you know? When was it written
there? How does that give you endurance and perseverance? Who do you need to share the
Gospel with this week?
Focus on one takeaway from this passage. What is God impressing upon you to say/believe/
do differently in your life?
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• Do you see major significance in the numbers of the Bible in regards to prophecy? What are
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Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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WEEK 5: JULY 11, 2021
BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:
Read through the curriculum and discussion passages. Be aware of what God is showing
you personally. Pray for your group members. What do you see God doing in each of
them? What is God’s part and what is your part as you walk with them? Psalm, “119:18
Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.”
WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story)
OPEN IN PRAYER
VISION CAST:
Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that
spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the Spirit.
Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and others
through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, selfcontrol; against such things there is no law.”
LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:
You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and
when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the guidelines.
This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear expectations for
each other.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that would
benefit your group. Also use this time to give any connections that are specific to your
Life Group.
FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• What are you thankful for today? How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did you
step out in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon?
• If you could live in any period of history when would that be? Explain. Where in the world would
that be?
• What do you believe is the most important element of a happy family?
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WEEK 5: It’s Going to be Bad

TEXT: Revelation 20
20 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and
a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound
him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might
not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be released
for a little while. 4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge
was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for
the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark
on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The
rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection.
6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no
power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.
7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will come out to
deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle;
their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed
them, 10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast
and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 11 Then I saw a
great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no
place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books
were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by
what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who
were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of
them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This
is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he
was thrown into the lake of fire.
TELL THE STORY: Read Revelation 20
DEBRIEF THE STORY:
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the author’s
terms, structure, literary form, and atmosphere.)
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These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.
• What does this passage specifically teach us about God? What does it specifically teach us

HEAD

Scripture? Where is the beast and false prophet at this time?
How is the lake of fire described in this passage? Who will end up there?
How is the final battle described in this passage? Is the battle ever in doubt?
What are the two resurrections in this passage? Which one do you want to be a part of?
Who are those that are reigning with Christ for 1,000 years?
Describe the Great White Throne judgment. By what standard are these people judged?
Where is Satan during the 1,000 year reign of Christ? How did he get there?
Where are the believers during this time? Can you name the city?
Where is God the Father and God the Holy Spirit during this time?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

OBSERVATION

about humanity?

• What is the timing of this chapter? Who are the main characters in this drama?
• What are some of the names for Satan in this passage? What are other names found in

• What does Satan being released after a 1,000 years and being able to recruit an army against

HEART

•
•
•
•
•
•

Jesus teach us about Satan, people, and judgment?
Does this passage fill you with hope, concern, confusion, or understanding? Explain.
How can you reconcile the lake of fire with what you know about God?
Do you think all that is in this chapter is figurative or literal or a mix? Explain.
What do you imagine the 1,000 year reign of Christ on earth will be like?
Can you imagine being judged by all your thoughts and actions against the perfect standard
of Jesus? If sinners are judged by what they have done does that mean there are degrees of
doom in hell? (Matt. 10:14-15, 11:22, Mk. 12:38-40, Lk. 12:47-48, Heb. 10:29)
What will the first resurrection be like? How are believers judged?

INTERPRETATION

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.
•
•
•
•
•

preparation? In prayer? With people?
Focus on one takeaway from this passage. What is God impressing upon you to say/believe/do
differently in your life?
Can you clearly articulate your ‘end times’ understanding? Besides, ‘we win’ what other truths
should be a part of your understanding?
Are you willing to be a martyr for Christ?
How would you explain Hell/the lake of fire to someone? Does the Gospel sound like Good
News to you? Praise God for what He has redeemed you from in the past, present and future!
Knowing we do WIN and that this life is short what can you do this summer for the Kingdom? In
what ways can you or your group be “salt and light” to your neighbors and community?

31- Sermon Series: Full Disclosure: Decoding The End Times

APPLICATION

HANDS

• What does this passage teach you about the future? What should you be doing now spiritually in
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Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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Notes: Three main views of the millennial reign of Christ
Millennialist - 1,000 year reign of Christ Revelation 20:1-10
1. A-Millennial - No 1,000 year reign. We are in the last days right now. Jesus has defeated Satan on the cross and
He sits on the throne of David in Heaven ruling and reigning as well as in the hearts of His followers. He will
come again to judge and reward and set up His Kingdom for eternity at any moment (after Satan is released one
last time to deceive the nations). The church as the new Israel and the unfulfilled prophecy should be interpreted
as not literal. (dual hermeneutic - in which the past was literally fulfilled and future is figuratively fulfilled)
2. Pre-Millennial - Jesus is coming back at the beginning of the Millennial to judge the world, rule and reign. Jesus
will fulfill all of His promises to Israel and the Church will be with Jesus forever. There is a distinction between
Israel and the Church. This is after the last days and times of Judgment on earth. Jesus will make all things right
after the 1,000 year reign on earth and throw Satan in the Lake of Fire. This is keeping a normal plain, regular,
historical, cultural, literal meaning of Scripture throughout interpretation, yet of course, allowing for metaphor and
other figures of speech. Jesus’ first coming was literal and so will be His Second Coming.
3. Post-Millennial - Jesus is returning after/post the 1,000 year reign. We are actually in the Millennial right now,
since it is not referring to a literal 1,000 years. When Christians are in the Kingdom for 1,000 years Jesus will then
rule and reign forever (period of peace and righteousness in which more and more people will become Christians
and world will grow).
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WEEK 6: JULY 18, 2021
BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:
Read through the curriculum and discussion passages. Be aware of what God is
showing you personally. Pray for your group members. What do you see God doing
in each of them? What is God’s part and what is your part as you walk with them?
Psalm 119:18, “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.”
WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story)
OPEN IN PRAYER
VISION CAST:
Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that
spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the
Spirit. Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and
others through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.”
LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:
You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and
when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the
guidelines. This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear
expectations for each other.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that
would benefit your group. Also use this time to give any connections that are specific
to your Life Group.
FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• What are you thankful for today? How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did you step
out in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon?

• What was the last good book that you read? What did you like about it? How did it end?
• What is one thing that you cannot live without?
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WEEK 6: It’s Going To Be Good

TEXT: Revelation 21
21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying,
nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said
to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the
spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and
he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second
death.”9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to
me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a
great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 11 having the
glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were
inscribed— 13 on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three
gates. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles
of the Lamb. 15 And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and
walls. 16 The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000
stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. 17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement,
which is also an angel's measurement. 18 The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass.
19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second
sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth
beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates
were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent
glass. 22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city
has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light
will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day
—and there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing
unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the
Lamb's book of life.
TELL THE STORY: Read Revelation 21
DEBRIEF THE STORY:
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the author’s terms,
structure, literary form, and atmosphere.)
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

What does this passage teach us about God? What does it teach us about humanity?
What is going to be NEW? How will the future be better than the present?
Where will God and man be living? How close to one another? What will be our relationship?
Describe the Bride. How many gates? What is the shape? Describe the walls.
What is pure gold? What has the apostles name on it?
What were some of the jewels that make up the city?
Where is the temple in the new heaven?
Who has a key to the gates? Do you need one? How many moons will be needed?
What is the glory of the nations? Why will nothing unclean enter this city?
What would you compare this place to? What do you think the climate will be like?

OBSERVATION

HEAD

These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

HEART

• Why do you think there will be no more sea?
• Will you miss this earth or will you be happy to see a new universe?
• What about the eternal state are you looking forward to the most? What part about living in God’s
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

house is hard to believe?
Why do you think this chapter went to great lengths to describe the city and the walls of the Bride? Any
reason for the eternal state to be described as a wedding ceremony?
Who are the people that will not take part in Heaven? What is it that they do not thirst for?
How is one’s name written in the Lamb’s Book of Life?
How can you enlarge the glory of God in your life? Why is the New Jerusalem called a Holy City?
How does this chapter remind you of the first two chapters of the Bible? What is similar and what is
different?
How is the eternal state different than the Millennium?
Verse 3 is the last of 20 times, that a “loud voice” is used in Revelation. Why do you think that is? What
is the final revelation?

INTERPRETATION

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

HANDS

• Read verse 4. Read it again. And again. And again. Read it super slow. Believe It!! Allow this

verse to fill you with hope, joy and peace. Picture Jesus literally wiping away your tears and
touching your hurt. NO more sorrow!
• Take a moment and draw a cube. Can you imagine the glory of God shining through a
perfectly clear diamond? That is what the 72 yards wide walls are made out of!!! Each of the
gates are a 1,500 miles-high pearl!!!! Give Him glory and praise! There will be one people…
the people of God!
• How would you describe the glory of God to someone that you are discipling?
• Focus on one takeaway from this passage. What is God impressing upon you to say/believe/
do differently in your life? Who is like our God?!!!
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These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.
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Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:
Read through the curriculum and discussion passages. Be aware of what God is showing
you personally. Pray for your group members. What do you see God doing in each of
them? What is God’s part and what is your part as you walk with them? Psalm, “119:18
Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.”
WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story)
OPEN IN PRAYER
VISION CAST:
Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that
spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the Spirit.
Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and others
through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, selfcontrol; against such things there is no law.”
LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:
You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and
when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the guidelines.
This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear expectations for
each other.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that would
benefit your group. Also use this time to give any connections that are specific to your
Life Group.
FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:
• What are you thankful for today? How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did you
step out in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon?
• What do you wish that you could do that you probably never will?
• What do you fear most about the future?
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SERIES THEME: Full Disclosure: Decoding Hope in the End Times

WEEK 7: A Reason for Living

TEXT: Revelation 22
22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and
of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No
longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will
worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They
will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 6 And
he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has
sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” 7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the
one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” 8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things.
And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but
he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with
those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the
prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the
righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.” 12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with
me, to repay each one for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the end.” 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree
of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually
immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 16 “I, Jesus, have sent
my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the
bright morning star.” 17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 18 I warn everyone who
hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described
in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his
share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 20 He who testifies to these things
says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.

TELL THE STORY: Read Revelation 22

DEBRIEF THE STORY:
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the author’s terms,
structure, literary form, and atmosphere.)
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These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.These questions help us to

•
•
•
•

What does this passage teach us about God? What does it teach us about humanity?
Describe the Tree of Life. What is its purpose? Describe the River of Life. What is its purpose?
Why another reference or two about Jesus being a ‘Lamb’ by John? What is the significance?
The High Priest had the words ‘Holy to the Lord’ on a gold plate worn on his forehead. What will be on
a believer’s forehead? How does the last verse in Ezekiel speak to verse 3?

•
•
•
•
•
•

When does John say Jesus is coming? What should we be doing until then?
What is the angel’s reply when John bowed down to him?
How does Jesus describe Himself?
What is the meaning of the ‘water of life without price?’

OBSERVATION

HEAD
HEAD

These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

What is the book's final warning?
Name the final title for Jesus, which is only used in this book here in the final two verses?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Moses was not allowed to see the face of God, so can you believe that we will see His face?
Why do you think there is such a stern warning for messing with this prophecy?

Why do you think John bowed down to this angel in worship?
Is your worship solely for the Lord?
How is Jesus the first and last and the beginning and the end? Is He that for you?
Why do you think unbelievers are called ‘dogs?’
Can you picture a time of no more curse? Everything and everyone free from evil!
What does reading these final chapters in the Story of God stir up in you? Are you
encouraged, challenged, and strengthened in your faith? Explain.
• Read Zech. 14 and Ez. 47-48 and II Peter 3. Describe the Day of the Lord.
• How does someone stay heavenly minded as well as earthly good? Where does Living
Hope need to be diligent and watchful? How can Living Hope be long-suffering and more
godly?

INTERPRETATION

HEART

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe.

• Take a moment and try to draw a picture of the scene in the first couple of verses. What does your

HANDS

picture look like?

• John is told NOT to seal up this prophecy. Same for us. Who needs to hear this wonderful hope? Write
•
•
•

out the names, pray for these people and be intentional about sharing the Gospel. It is not too late for
repentance! The invitation is for all to COME. Give Living Water without a price.
Is there a sense of imminency about your walk and talk? Are you living like He is coming soon? What
needs to change? What needs to stop? What needs to be obeyed?
Focus on one takeaway from this passage. What is God impressing upon you to say/believe/do
differently in your life?
Is there a verse that you should memorize from this chapter? Is there an act of service in our
community that you need to begin? We all need to depend on the grace of Jesus for life!
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Close in Prayer
Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name

Praise/Request
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