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CONCERN November 28 - December 26, 2021



 I don’t want to talk about us missing out on the ‘real’ meaning of Christmas because of busyness with 
indulging in traditions, shopping sprees, tree lightings, nativities, festivals and other holiday celebrations. 

That message has been stated and restated ad nauseam.    

True, we are woefully busy and distracted AND it has been about 2022 years since this Event happened. 
These are contributors to the collapse of Christmas in our hearts for sure. However, maybe for some, the 

true Christmas experience is becoming more elusive and unappealing for a different reason. 

I think truth over time can become trivial if it becomes ritual. Even the most wonderful life changing 
personal truth, which is what Christmas is, can lose its luster when we remove ourselves from its 

audience. Sure we may understand the facts of the story and even believe the incredible supernatural 
authentication of these facts and yet we can become unmoved if we remove ourselves from the 

audience. Yes, God came near. (amazing!) Yes, God became human. (unthinkable!) And yes, a teenage 
virgin birth, a trough as a crib, a multitude of angels singing, a census, a star, a genocide, a Peace on 
earth, a Savior, etc… The incredible is too numerous to state it all here. Yet, if we merely acknowledge 

the Event and intentionally or unintentionally assume the arrival was for the broken and lost world, even 
the world in which we now live, we will ‘miss’ Christmas.  

Make no mistake, YOU and I are part of the world Jesus came to save. 
YOU and I are broken. 

YOU and I are in harrowing need of a Savior. 
YOU and I have no peace with God outside of Jesus. 

You and I are not Joseph or Mary or shepherds or Herod or wisemen or the innkeeper, but like them all 
we are sinners in need of a Deliverer. They were eyewitnesses and individuals in His story and though 
we weren’t physically there we must not understand Christmas from an outsider's perspective. 2000 

years later the message is still ‘Good News of Great Joy’ because the Event is specifically for you and 
me. Are we consciously aware of this? It is OUR only Hope.  

Our Hope has a name, a story and a destiny. To know Him is to know life. This series will introduce you 
to Him. May we understand anew what ‘Merry Christmas’ is all about.  

     HOPE HAS A NAME 

       28 -  Nov  1 What's in a Name?  Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7 
       5   -  Dec  2 Hope has Many Names Matt 1:1-23 
       12 -  Dec  3 The High and Holy Hope Luke 1:26-38 
       19 -  Dec  4 The Son of Who? Part 1 John 1:14, 18, 29, 43-51 
  23/24 -  Dec   Hope in a Name  Luke 2 
     26   -  Dec  5 The Son of Who? Part 2 John 1:1-14 
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At Living Hope, we believe that we must be  
connected relationally to grow spiritually.

 PURPOSE OF LIFE GROUPS
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We exist to reach the world for Jesus, one person at a time.  We feel that is best done in small, relational 
environments where biblical disciples can be made. Life Groups are the primary vehicle by which we carry  
out the vision and mission of Living Hope Community Church.  We will be a church that makes disciples, who 
make disciples of Jesus.  

Vision: The vision of our Life Groups is to provide a spiritual community where groups of people are 
transformed into the image of Christ, growing in their understanding of God’s story, and living it out in the 
context of loving accountability and expected reproduction. 

We believe that a definition of a disciple is found in Matthew 4:19: And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and  
I will make you fishers of men.”  Here is how we define disciple: (1) A disciple knows and follows Christ; (2)  
a disciple is being changed by Christ; and (3) a disciple is committed to the mission of Christ.

I Thessalonians 2 
So, being affectionately desirous of you, we were 
ready to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own selves, because you had become 
very dear to us. 

Galatians 5:22-23 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. Against such things 
there is no law. 

Matthew 22:37-40 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind’. 
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All 
the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments”. 

John 15:4-5 
Remain in Me, as I also remain in you. No branch 
can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me.  
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain 
in Me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 
from Me you can do nothing.” 

Matthew 28:18-20 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to Me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age”. 

Acts 2:42-47 
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every 
soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. And they 
were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. And day by day, attending the temple 
together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number day by 
day those who were being saved.

We believe that we cannot grow spiritually  
if we are not connected relationally
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SAFE GROUP: We will strive to create an environment where everyone can be real, open, and 

honest with their struggles and victories.  

CONFIDENTIALITY: What is said in the group stays in the group.  

LISTEN: Let’s value one another during the discussions by really listening to what is being shared. 

Try to avoid thinking about how you are going to respond, or what you are going to say next.  

PAUSE: Allow a pause in conversation after someone shares. Give the person sharing the chance 

to finish and the group the opportunity to consider what was just shared before responding.  

SILENCE: It is important to allow silence in the group as it provides an opportunity for someone 

to share and for members in the group to process the topic or questions being considered.  

NO “CROSS TALK”: Be considerate of others as they are sharing. No side conversations.  

NO FIXING: We are not here to fix each other. Jesus does that part. Give encouragement; speak 

truth; and point to Jesus. Don’t try to solve or fix each other.  

NO RESCUING: When people are sharing something deeply personal, there can be a tendency to 

try to make them feel better about themselves or the situation by providing immediate 

condolences. This will often cause them to stop sharing. Resist the temptation to rescue people.  

SHARING: Be sensitive about the amount of time you share.  

BE SELF-AWARE: Be self-aware of how you are personally affecting the environment through your 

words, actions, and non-verbal communication.  

USE “I” STATEMENTS: It’s easy to talk about the issues of others, but for our purposes, we want 

you to put yourself on the table. Try to use “I” statements rather than “them”, “the church”, 

“us”, “we”, etc.  

CONFLICT: We will commit to resolve conflict biblically. When conflict or sin issues between 

group members arise, we want to make sure that we are honoring God and each other in the way 

we deal with these issues. The following are a few key Scriptures in this regard (there are many 

others): 

Life Group Guidelines

If someone sins against you — Matthew 18:15-20  
Restoring someone in sin — Galatians 6:1-5 

Forgive a sinner — Colossians 3:12-13  
Reconciling differences — Matthew 5:23-26, Matthew 7:1-5
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 Step 1: Welcome:  

- Members, visitors, and new believers feel valued and welcomed...  

- Starts the moment someone arrives and ends when everyone is gone.  

  

Step 2: Opening Prayer:  

- Invites God's Holy Spirit into our presence to prepare our hearts for what God has for us.  

Step 3: Purpose/Vision Casting:  

- Encourages relationships with God and relationships with others.  

- Expresses the purpose of meeting together as a life group and challenges one another to grow 

and multiply (Branching).  

  

Step 4: Group Guidelines:  (see page 5) 

   

Step 5: Follow Up:  
- How did last week’s discussion impact your week?  or 

- What did you take away from the sermon?   or 

- What are you thankful for? 

  Step 6: Setting the  scene: 
- Discuss the background to today’s passage and the target for today’s discussion. 

  Step 7: Tell the story:   
- Read or Tell the passage. Rebuild the story: have the group recreate the passage together. 

- Ask if anything was left out? 

  Step 8: Debrief the     story:   
- Ask Head (what the Word says), Heart (wrestle with what we believe), and then Hands 

Questions (bring truth and belief into our everyday realities).   

- Remember the ‘discussion idea’ to help you focus the direction of the discussion. 

  Step 9: Close in prayer: 
- Share personal prayer requests and give everyone an opportunity to pray.

 MODEL A LIFE GROUP
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4

BIBLICAL FOUNDATION FOR RELATIONSHIP 
 The Bible alone gives a clear and complete picture of what God wants done— 

His mission—and how He wants it done—His methods. The purpose of the Church  
is to make disciples of Jesus who can make disciples of Jesus. We do this with the 

understanding that relationship is the key vehicle. 

INTENTIONAL LEADER 
 An intentional leader understands that part of their role is to reach 

 the lost, make disciples of Jesus, and create Christ-centered 
 environments where disciple-making can happen. They understand 
 where a person is spiritually and what is needed to help them grow. 

RELATIONAL ENVIRONMENT 
 This is a group facilitated by a leader who is intentionally modeling 

spiritual fruit.They are doing life together with a kingdom mindset. 
The relationships go beyond just the group time.These relationships press 

into areas of privacy, transparency, and vulnerability. 

REPRODUCIBLE DISCIPLE-MAKING PROCESS 
 This is the process for developing people toward Christ-likeness.  

This includes three parts:  
“My Part” the discipler; “Their Part” the disciple, and “God’s Part”.  

Leaders understand the Stages of Spiritual Growth and can identify where a person  
is spiritually and help them mature and grow at each stage.

1

2

3

4 Key Components to Making Disciples
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      TIPS FOR ASKING QUESTIONS                                                                   

FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS:  
Asking a question after hearing someone’s 
response helps people process and gives 
everyone better understanding. Follow up 
questions come from a heart of being 
interested, curious, and seeking to understand 
and draw out. They are not intended to grill or 
corner people. 

GENERAL QUESTIONS: The following questions are examples that will help you have a base to 
begin with and will give you ideas for developing your own questions. Be intentional to ask all 
three types of questions (head, heart, hands) as you lead your discussion.

What is one way you can apply this to your life this week?  
What are you challenged to think/believe/do differently because of this passage  
     and our discussion?  
How can you use this to disciple others?  
How does this impact you? Your relationship with ___________?  
(Fill in with: family, fellow believers, work-place or community.) 

HANDS

AP
PL

IC
AT

IO
N

These questions help us bring truth and beliefs  
into everyday realities.  

What do you see about yourself?  
Have you known anyone who is an example of this?  
What has it looked like when you have or have not known/believed/lived this in your 
life?  
What questions does this raise for you? 

HEART

IN
TE

RP
RE

TA
TI

O
NThese questions help us wrestle with what we believe. 

What do you see God doing, saying, or showing about Himself?  
Who are the people and what is going on with them?  
What stands out to you in this passage?  
What do you think the main point is?  
What does this show us about ______?  
You can fill in the blank with – God/man/_________?  
(Or the topic of discussion such as worship) 

HEAD

O
BS

ER
VA
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O

N

These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

What has brought you to that 
understanding?  
What would be an example?  
Explain a little more.  
What might be another way to look at it?  
How does __________ affect ____________?  
What does i t  mean? 



BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:  
Read through the curriculum and discussion passages. Be aware of what God is 
showing you personally. Pray for your group members. What do you see God doing in 
each of them? What is God’s part and what is your part as you walk with them? Psalm 
119:18, “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.” 

WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story) 

OPEN IN PRAYER  

VISION CAST:  
Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that 
spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the Spirit. 
Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and others 
through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law.” 

LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:  
You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and 
when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the 
guidelines. This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear 
expectations for each other. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that 
would benefit your group. Also use this time to give any connections that are specific to 
your Life Group. 

FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:  

• Christmas is Coming! What smells, sounds, and scenes do you affiliate with the Christmas 
season?  

• When do you begin preparing for gifts and start shopping? How soon do you decorate and put the 
tree(s) up?   

• Do you think Christmas needs to be rescued from the secularization of our culture and some 
churches? How would you return Christmas to ‘the birth of Jesus, the Son of God, as our Hope?’  
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Week 1: November 28, 2021 



     SERIES THEME: Hope Has A Name 

WEEK 1: What’s In A Name? 
TEXT: Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7 

7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel. 

9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
 and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 
His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Note: Check out these Messianic prophecies regarding His birth: Hosea 11:1, Jer. 31:15, Ps. 
72:9-10, Is. 7:14, II Sam. 7:12-13, Jer. 23:5-6, Is. 11:1, Num. 24:17, Gen. 22:18, Micah 5:7, Is. 9:6-7, 
Mal. 3:1, Dan. 9:24-27 

TELL THE STORY: Read Isaiah 7:14, 9:6-7 

 
DEBRIEF THE STORY:   
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. 
(The meaning of the author’s terms, structure, literary form, and atmosphere.) 
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     Week 1: November 28, 2021
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• Who are you named after? What does your name mean?  
• Which name describing Jesus is standing out to you? Explain. 
• How do you separate the First Advent and Second Advent? What are the similarities 

and differences? 
• Why do we make Christmas all about us, our needs, our name, and our will? How do 

we not let this be the case? Share how you make Jesus the central focus. 
• What are the dangers of focusing too much on either Jesus as God or as Man? 
• How do you let the reality of God being ‘with us’ transform your thoughts and actions? 
• Is Christmas more about a celebration or anticipation for you? Explain. 
• Have you ever asked God for a sign? Explain 
• Where do you see injustice in the world? How can you be a part of the solution? 
• What is the Lord passionate about? How can you grow in your passion for Him? 
• How can you lead and love with righteousness and justice this season?  

H
EA

RT
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These questions help us wrestle with what we believe. 

• What do these verses teach us about God and the Messiah? 
• What do these verses teach us about humanity and our needs? 
• What Messianic prophecies do you know? (22 just in Isaiah) Which ones do you know 

that are about the birth of the Messiah? (see note above in Leader’s packet) 
• Why is the Lord giving a sign?  
• What is the meaning of Immanuel and why isn’t anyone in the Bible, including Jesus, 

called Immanuel? What are the implications of this name on the person that it 
references? 

• How can the child be born to a virgin? 
• What does Isaiah 9 teach us about the Messiah? (share 5 things) 
• What are His four names? What do they reveal about His character? How can the Son 

be an Everlasting Father? 
• What or who will accomplish the Messiah’s Kingdom?  
• How does this Sign contrast King Ahaz, Isaiah’s son, King David and even all humanity?  
• What is the zeal of the Lord? 

H
EA

D
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These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.

H
AN

D
S
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These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.  
• Is it hard for you to move from Thanksgiving to the Christmas season?  What opportunities 

does this season present for you to share your faith, interact and love those you don’t 
normally see, and serve those going through a difficult time? 

• God’s Kingdom and peace will have no end! Building God’s Kingdom (and not yours) will 
require intentionality and sacrifice. What could that look like in your family and schedule? 

• Celebrate Jesus’ birth this year with an Advent calendar.  Try and do this with the names 
of Jesus. Can you think of a name or title of Jesus for each day of December?  

• Focus on one takeaway from this passage. What is God impressing upon you to say/
believe/do differently in your life? 

• Consider, if Jesus came to your house this year what would He believe by growing up 
there? Would you treat Him differently than anyone else? Practice no partiality by treating 
everyone like Jesus did! 

Week 1: November 28, 2021 
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      Week 1: November 28, 2021

Close in Prayer 

Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name Praise/Request 
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Week 1: November 28, 2021



BEFORE GROUP STARTS- YOUR ROLE 

BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:  
Read through the curriculum and discussion passages. Be aware of what God is 
showing you personally. Pray for your group members. What do you see God doing in 
each of them? What is God’s part and what is your part as you walk with them? Psalm, 
“119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.” 

WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story) 

OPEN IN PRAYER  

VISION CAST:  
 Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that  
 spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the Spirit.  
 Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and others  
 through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the  
 Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self- 
 control; against such things there is no law. “ 

LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:  
You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and 

when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the 
guidelines. This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear 
expectations for each other. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that 
would benefit your group. Also use this time to give any connections that are specific to 
your Life Group. 

FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:  

• What are you thankful for today? How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did you      
step out in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon? 

• Have you ever done a family tree? How far back have you traced? Any defining moments or 
unexpected findings?  

• What one gift do you hope you receive this year? (yes you have to tell us one actual thing…try hard to 
think of something you really would want…why is this so hard for some people and easy for others?) 
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 Week 2: December 5, 2021



SERIES THEME: Hope Has A Name 
WEEK 2: Hope has Many Names 
TEXT: Matthew 1:1-23 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham was the father 
of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the 
father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram, 4 and 
Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 
5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of 
Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 
7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 
8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of 
Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 
10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 
11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.12 And 
after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of 
Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of 
Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and 
Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and 
Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 17 So all the 
generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to 
Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband 
Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he 
considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She 
will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

TELL THE STORY: Read Matthew 1:1-23 

 
DEBRIEF THE STORY:   
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the author’s 
terms, structure, literary form, and atmosphere.) 
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Week 2: December 5, 2021
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Week 2: December 5, 2021  

Week 2: jan 12, 2020
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These questions help us wrestle with what we believe. 
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These questions help us to examine what the Word shows.
H

AN
D

S

AP
PL

IC
AT

IO
N

These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.  

• What does this passage teach us about God? What does it teach us about Hope? 
• What does this passage teach us about man? Why begin with a genealogy?  
• What strikes you about this genealogy? Why go back to Abraham? What female names 

are mentioned? What could be the significance? 
• How is Joseph a son of David? Why is that important? (II Samuel 7:12-16) 
• Why does this child need to be from the Holy Spirit? 
• Why did this child need to be a son? What does the name Jesus mean?  
• What do we know about angels and this miraculous conception? 
• Where do we see Joseph’s love for Mary in these verses? Where do we see his love for 

God? 
• How and when did Joseph obey the angel? 
• About how many generations from Abraham to Jesus?  
• How many names of Jesus are used in this passage?  
• What is the specific title Jesus is given in verse one, sixteen, seventeen, eighteen, and 

in chapter two verse four? What is the meaning and why is it significant?

• What person in this genealogy intrigues you? Whose story do you need to investigate? 
What about our heritage and ancestry is super important to understand and know? 

• Is it fair to say that Joseph adopts Jesus? How does that and Joseph’s obedience help 
you better understand the Christmas story and your call to obedience? 

• How would you have felt if you were a friend or relative of either Mary or Joseph? 
• How do you wait on a promise of God? How do you remain hopeful? 
• How is the birth of Jesus different? Why is His coming the answer to our ultimate sin 

problem? 
• When have you obeyed God in a difficult situation? Explain. What did God teach you 

about himself during that process?  
• Why would God become a part of His creation as a child? (always important to 

remember this and understand fully the heart of God) 
• Why does this part of the Christmas story rarely get told?

• Who can you share this story with this week? 
• What are you facing today that you need to trust God with? 
• How can you be incarnate in the various situations God has you and remain faithful and 

hopeful? (read Isaiah 61 for inspiration and praise) 
• Think forward five generations. What can you be (not do) this season that can have a 

ripple effect that can influence five generations from now?  
• How can you use this passage to disciple someone? 
• What needs can you or your group meet this season?  A phone call, text, meal, smile, 

or card can go a long way to encouraging someone this holiday season. 
• Focus on one takeaway from this passage. What is God impressing upon you to say/

believe/do differently in your life?
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Week 2: December 5, 2021

Close in Prayer 

Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name Praise/Request 
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Week 2: December 5, 2021



BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:  
Read through the curriculum and discussion passages. Be aware of what God is 
showing you personally. Pray for your group members. What do you see God doing in 
each of them? What is God’s part and what is your part as you walk with them? Psalm,” 
119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.” 

WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story) 

OPEN IN PRAYER  

VISION CAST:  
Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that 
spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the Spirit. 
Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and others 
through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law.” 

LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:  
You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and 
when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the 
guidelines. This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear 
expectations for each other. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that 
would benefit your group. Also use this time to give any connections that are specific to 
your Life Group. 

FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:  

• What are you thankful for today?  How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where 
did you step out in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon? 

• Do you have a funny family name or know someone with a unique first, middle, or last 
name? What is the longest name that you know? 

• Are angels a distraction from the Christmas narrative or a very important piece? Explain 
What purpose and place should angels have in our lives? 
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Week 3: December 12, 2021



SERIES THEME: Hope Has A Name 

WEEK 3: A High and Holy Hope 
TEXT: Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to 

a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name  

was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But  

she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And 

the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you 

will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great  

and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his  

father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel 

answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 

barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of 

the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

TELL THE STORY: Read Luke 1:26-38 

 
DEBRIEF THE STORY:   
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the author’s 
terms, structure, literary form, and atmosphere.) 
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These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.  

• How would Jesus grow up and exhibit holiness? What decisions of holiness have you 
made? 

• How does understanding Mary’s role and lack of credentials (age, culture, virgin birth) 
give you hope and promise? 

• Do you think Mary knew her limitations? Will God take her beyond her limitations? How is 
God leading you into the impossible with only Him as your resource? How difficult is it to 
trust Him during such times? 

• Jesus being born to a very young, poor, virgin teenage girl from Nazareth is so incredible 
and unlikely that it is often overlooked. In what common and neglected parts of your life 
may Jesus want to arrive? 

• How important is sexual purity to God? How can we talk about this in a constructive way?  
• The uniqueness of Jesus and a virgin birth for many are unbelievable. How do you 

wrestle with faith and the facts of this story and communicate the true Hope of Christmas?

• Are you planning on going or serving at the Living Nativity this year? What show(s)? 
• How can you display Jesus this season in your talents and time? How can you do that as a group 

together?  
• Who has God put on your heart to share His story of love with this Christmas? Pray for them and 

tell them about Jesus or consider inviting them to the Nativity or a Christmas Eve service. 
• Focus on one takeaway from this passage. What is God impressing upon you to say/believe/do 

differently in your life? 
• Keeping the Christmas Story central this holiday season is important as we are bombarded with 

decorations, gifts, traditions, lights, to-do’s, parties, etc… Share how you keep the focus on 
Jesus this season? Share creative ideas, activities, and thoughts for doing this? 

• “Let it be to me according to your word,” reveals a submissive and trusting heart to God, our 
Father and Sovereign Lord. Confess and repent and ask God to make this true of you and us this 
holiday season and every day. 

• What does this passage teach us about God? What does it teach us about Hope? 
• What does this passage teach us about man? What does this passage teach us about 

Mary? (her family, credentials, character?) 
• What does this passage teach us about angels? Who is Elizabeth? 
• What is Mary’s question and why is it important? (how was it different than Zechariah’s 

response) 
• What does Mary’s reply in verse 38 teach us?  What do you think Mary was feeling? 
• What is the significance of mentioning the two men: Jacob and David? (Jacob 

represents who? David represents what?) 
• The description of the setting/people/place/time, points to a very common birth yet the 

names and other details point to the Divine. What do the names teach us and where else 
do you see the Divine in this passage?
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Close in Prayer 

Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name Praise/Request 
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BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:  
 Read through the curriculum and discussion passages. Be aware of what God is  
 showing  you personally. Pray for your group members. What do you see God doing in  
 each of  them? What is God’s part and what is your part as you walk with them? Psalm,  
 “119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.” 

WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story) 

OPEN IN PRAYER  

VISION CAST:  
 Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that  
 spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the Spirit.  
 Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and others  
 through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the   
 Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self- 
 control; against such things there is no law.” 

LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:  
 You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and  
 when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the  
 guidelines. This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear  
 expectations for each other. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that  
 would benefit your group. Also use this time to give any connections that are specific to  
 your Life Group. 

FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:  

• What are you thankful for today?  How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did 
you step out in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon? 

•  If you gave yourself a nickname, what would it be and why? 

• Can you remember the first time you got seriously hurt? What happened? What pain did you 
feel immediately? What did you feel one month later? How did it impact your life and 
perspective? 
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SERIES THEME: Hope Has A Name 
WEEK 4: The Son of Who? Part 1 
TEXT: John 1:14, 18, 29, 43-51 

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 

29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!  

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is 
no deceit!” 48 Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig 
tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 

 

DEBRIEF THE STORY:   
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the author’s 
terms, structure, literary form, and atmosphere.) 
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These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.  
• Jesus refers to Himself as the Son of God 83 times in the Gospels. Take a minute and 

read the rest of the occasions in the Gospel of John. John 3:13, 14, 5:27, 6:27, 53, 62, 
8:28, 9:35, 12:23, 34, 13:31. What stands out to you? What do you learn about this title in 
reference to Jesus and His mission? 

• This baby lying in the manger will ultimately lay on a cross to be crucified as your 
substitute and means for relationship with God! Hallelujah! Peace on earth and all Glory 
to God! Praise Him!  

• Have you ever received God’s salvation in Jesus? Can you acknowledge Jesus as Son of 
God and Son of Man and believe that His life, death, and resurrection are your 
redemption? When you believe in the name of Jesus you will be saved! What is stopping 
you from doing that today? 

•  Focus on one takeaway from this passage. What is God impressing upon you to say/
believe/do differently in your life? 

• What does this passage teach us about God? What does it teach us about Hope? 
• What does this passage teach us about man? What do we learn about John the Baptist? 
• What does this passage teach us about Philip? How about Nathanael? 
• What do you know about Galilee, Bethsaida, and Nazareth? 
• Where do we see the humanity of Jesus in this passage? 
• Where do we see the divinity of Jesus in this passage? 
• What is the significance of John the Baptist calling Jesus the ‘Lamb of God?’ 
• What part of Philip’s description of Jesus to Nathanael does Nathanael raise concern about? 
• What part of Jesus’ conversation with Nathanael proves in his mind that Jesus is the Son of 

God? 
• What ‘greater things’ will Nathanael be a witness of as a follower of Jesus? 
• What name does Jesus give Himself in this passage? Why is that significant? What does it 

mean? 
• How are Nathanael and Jacob, the son of Isaac, compared and contrasted in this passage? 
• What replaces the ladder of Genesis 28:12 in this passage? What is the meaning? 
• How important is the crucifixion and suffering of Jesus to His mission and advent? 

• What do we know about God because of Jesus? 
• Why do you think John, the apostle, describes Jesus as the Word becoming flesh? 
• How is Jesus as the Son of God different than our becoming children of God? 
• Do you struggle with the humanity of Jesus?  What does Isaiah 53 teach us concerning 

this? Why is this perspective critical to understanding the Christmas story and the 
incarnation? 

• Do you let others see your ‘humanity’ and struggles? Do you let your ‘humanity’ drive 
you to God in humility and dependance? Explain. 

• Do you realize that God ‘sees you’ under the fig tree like Nathanael? How is a personal 
God who knows you and loves you, transforming your life and Christmas this year? 

Week 4: DECEMBER 19, 2021
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Close in Prayer 

Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name Praise/Request 
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BEFORE GROUP STARTS — YOUR ROLE:  
 Read through the curriculum and discussion passages. Be aware of what God is    
 showing you personally. Pray for your group members. What do you see God doing in   
 each of them? What is God’s part and what is your part as you walk with them? Psalm,  
 “119:18 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law. “ 

WELCOME: (Share a meal, snack, ice-breaker, game or story) 

OPEN IN PRAYER  

VISION CAST:  
 Help everyone grow in their relationship with God and others. Remind everyone that  
 spiritual maturity is growing into the image of Jesus and bearing the fruit of the Spirit.  
 Encourage everyone to grow in community, to reach out to one another and others  
 through service and the daily rhythms of life. Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the   
 Spirit  is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self  
 control; against such things there is no law. “ 

LIFE GROUP GUIDELINES:  
 You don’t need to read this every week but initially, when someone new comes, and  
 when the series or topic changes is a good time to reorient yourselves to the    
 guidelines. This helps set the tone for the group and helps everyone have clear  
 expectations for each other. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 See the weekly email, bulletin, or website and choose the top 2-3 connections that  
 would benefit your group. Also use this time to give any connections that are specific to 
  your Life Group. 

FOLLOW UP & WARM UP:  

• What are you thankful for today?  How did last time’s discussion impact your week? Where did 
you step out in obedience this past week? What did you take away from the sermon? 

• Share your plans for New Years Eve.  Share your plans for New Years Day. Which day do you 
enjoy most? 

• Share one lesson you learned in 2021. Any hopes or desires for 2022? 
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SERIES THEME: Hope Has A Name 
WEEK 5: The Son of Who? Part 2 
TEXT: John 1:1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the 
light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 

TELL THE STORY: John 1:1-14 
 
DEBRIEF THE STORY:   
Spend time explaining the passage again in your own words. (The meaning of the author’s 
terms, structure, literary form, and atmosphere.) 

In the beginning the Word created the heavens and the earth. Christmas celebrates the Word 
becoming flesh. About two thousand years ago God’s one and only Son full of grace and truth 
was born to a young unmarried couple in the uninspiring ho-hum town of Bethlehem. It was the 
most important day ever for the human race. The Anointed One, in a humble genesis took His 
first human breath. He would breath-in 33 years of the earth’s pollution and more importantly, die 
on a tree paying everyone’s punishment for sin. Resurrected and alive, our Messiah breathes-out 
eternal Life to everyone who calls on His Name.  

Do you believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you have life in 
His Name? Grace comes to you through Jesus the Messiah! 

       - Sermon Series: Hope Has A Name30 NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 26, 2021

Week 5: December 26, 2021



       - Sermon Series: Hope Has A Name31 NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 26, 2021

Week 5: DECEMBER 26, 2021
H

EA
RT

IN
TE

RP
RE

TA
TI

O
N

These questions help us wrestle with what we believe. 
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These questions help us bring truth and beliefs into everyday realities.  
• Praise God for being fully God and fully Man. Praise Him for His Coming! Praise Him for 

His coming back! Praise Him for His Glory, Grace, and Truth! 
• Sing a favorite old Christmas song together and worship the Lord. 
• How can the giving of gifts this time of year point to God’s greatest gift? What ways can 

you be generous this season? What new ways can you be generous next year?  
• What one truth or idea from the above questions can you apply to your life? 
• How can you use this passage to disciple someone? Who should you share these truths 

with this week? 
• Plan how you will make the Word of God significant in your life in 2022. Share it with 

someone. 
• Share a memorable time in which you received underserved grace from someone. Give 

thanks to God. MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

• What does this passage teach us about God? What does it teach us about Jesus? 
• What does this passage teach us about man?  
• When did Jesus become God? When did Jesus become man? Refer to the verses! 
• Who is the Word? Explain the significance of this. Why would the apostle and author, 

John, begin his gospel this way? What does it make you think of? 
• How many times is Jesus called light in these verses and why is that significant? 
• How does one become a child of God? 
• What is the ‘glory’ that John witnessed? 
• How has God made Himself known to the world? 
• How was everything made? How were the first humans made differently? (see Genesis 

1:26-27, 2:7) Who is also sustaining all things right now? (Colossians 1:16-17) 
• Who was John the Baptist? Why was his arrival and life important? What prophesies did 

his life fulfill? What was his message? 
• How do you understand God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit? One 

God, three persons. 

• Give an example of how Jesus is 100% grace and 100% truth? How is that different than 
the law? How is that different than just mercy? 

• What is it about Christmas that stirs your spirit and gives you hope? 
• Why do you believe in Jesus when you have never seen Him? 
• Where do you see the struggle of light and darkness in the world? Where do you see it in 

your own life? 
• How was John the Baptist a witness to the Light? How can you be a witness to the Light 

this week? 
• Where in your life is there an imbalance of truth and grace? How can you grow in 

speaking the truth in love? How would you respond to someone who mocks your beliefs? 
• Do you think Jesus will return in your lifetime? Explain. What implications should that 

have?
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Close in Prayer 

Bring to God the ideas and topics that you raised in the above questions. Listen to the Spirit as you pray.

Name Praise/Request 
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Week 5: DECEMBER 26, 2021
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